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BRITISH COMPLEMENTARY THERAPIES COUNCIL      


BCTC VSR Standards of Education and Training

1.  ADMISSION procedures are to:

1.1 
Give both the applicant and the education provider the information they require to make an informed choice about whether to make or take up the offer of a place on a training programme.

1.2 
Apply selection and entry criteria including:

      2.2.1 evidence of a good command of written and spoken English.
      2.2.2 compliance with any health requirements.
      2.2.3 therapy specific entry standards.
      2.2.4 previous training and experience.
1.3 
Ensure that the education provider complies with equal opportunity and anti- discriminatory legislation, together with an indication of how this will be implemented and monitored 

2.  TRAINING
2.1 
Training must be managed effectively and professionally.
2.2 
Those with overall responsibility for the training should be either on the relevant part of the “VSR” register or otherwise appropriately qualified and experienced.
2.3 
There must be an adequate number of appropriately qualified and experienced trainers in place to provide effective training.
2.4 
Subject areas must be taught by trainers with relevant experience, specialist expertise and knowledge.
2.5 
The facilities needed to ensure the welfare and well-being of students must comply with current Health and Safety legislation.
2.6 
Where students participate as patients or clients in practical and clinical teaching, appropriate protocols must be used to obtain their consent.
2.7 
A system of academic and pastoral student support should be in place.
2.8 
Throughout the course programme, the education provider must have identified where attendance is mandatory and must have associated monitoring mechanisms in place.

2.9 
The resources provided, including the stock of periodicals and subject books and IT facilities, including internet access, must be appropriate to the curriculum and must be readily available to students and staff.
3.  CURRICULUM STANDARDS
3.1 
The learning outcomes must ensure that those who successfully complete the training meet the requirements of the specific therapy for which they register for VSR, also that they understand and can practise to the BCTC Standards of Practice. 

3.2 
The programme must reflect the philosophy, values, skills and knowledge base of the therapy.
3.3 
Integration of theory and practice must be central to the curriculum to enable confident and competent practice.
3.4 
The curriculum must remain relevant to current practice
3.5 
The delivery of the programme must promote independent thinking and individual responsibility.
3.6 
The range of learning and teaching approaches used must be appropriate to the subjects in the curriculum.
3.7 
Where there is multi-therapy training the specific skills and knowledge of each therapy must be adequately addressed.
4.  ASSESSMENT
4.1 
The assessment design and procedures must assure that the student can demonstrate fitness to practise.
4.2 
Assessment methods must measure the learning outcomes and skills required to practise effectively and safely.
4.3 
All assessments must provide a rigorous and effective process which can be moderated.
4.4 
Professional aspects of practice must be integral to the assessment procedures.
4.5 
Assessment regulations must clearly define requirements for inclusion onto the VSR Register.
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