Key characteristics of Regulatory Bodies and Professional Bodies


	Regulatory Body
	Professional Association

	Acts in the interest of the public and has processes open and accountable to the public and profession.
	Acts in the interest of the profession.

	Independent of the professional bodies.
	Independent of the regulatory body.

	Promotes the process of regulation of issues relating to public safety.
	Promotes and supports the practitioners and the profession.

	Holds a single register of practitioners who meet agreed standards for public safety in training and practice.
	Holds a membership list of professional practitioners.

	Works with professions to agree and oversee minimum safe standards.
	Ensures members meet its own standards which are at least those required by the regulatory body, but may exceed them.

	Requires evidence of  professional insurance, identity and professional qualification.
	Requires evidence of  professional insurance, identity and professional qualification.

	Sets minimum standards for continuing professional development (CPD).
	Ensures members meet requirements for CPD.  May provide and/or recommend suitable courses to members.

	Publishes code of conduct and/or ethics.
	May also have codes for members, which would at least be those required by regulatory body.

	Has a council or governing body
	May also have a council or governing body.

	Has published complaints and disciplinary procedures.
	May also have complaints and disciplinary procedures.

	Operates fitness to practice procedures to remove practitioners from the register where necessary.
	May operate their own fitness to practice procedures for their own membership.

	Acts as a conduit to profession specific bodies.
	Provides professional specific information to the public.

	Will require evidence that profession specific core curricula  meet training standards.
	May work with profession to ensure common training standards are incorporated in core curricula.

	Will set training standards.
	Ensure that professional training courses they provide, or recommend, meet the profession recognized quality for training, and, as such, are suitably accredited.

	Liaises with government and other organizations when required, speaking on behalf of the member therapies, where appropriate, in the public interest.
	Liaise with other organizations and government on profession specific issues.
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